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universal dominion".1 These are only a few out of the
numerous epigraphs, instancing the ardent feelings of
the people for their king and country. The two instances,
cited above, reveal in particular the admirable sense of
collective charity and united action. There are several
examples of individual charity also for the same noble
purpose, which have not been adduced here. The vast
machinery of the Vijayanagara Empire was sustained
by the perfect good-will and the solid support of the
subjects. During this period, the culture of Karnataka
made a further advance from previous history in the
complete identification of the people with their king and
country by an unstinted offer of all their resources for the
building up of a big empire. The contribution of Karnataka
to Indian culture in this aspect of its political life lies in the
progressive realisation by the people of this perfect identity,
by being attuned to the needs of the age and by making an
absolute offer of help for the fulfilment of these needs. The
national traits of self-sacrifice, loyalty and truthfulness,
that we have described, dearly lead us to this conclusion,
in spite of the exaggerated forms, in which these qualities
manifested themselves occasionally.

CHAPTER IV

While dealing with the the subject of heroism, we
have noted in what high esteem the Karnata army was
held and what laurels it won on the battle-field. It is now

1 Ibid, p. 273.
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